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What kind of problems do we see?

ÅReading difficulties & other academic weaknesses

ÅMemory & general information processing weaknesses

ÅADHD

ÅASD

ÅDCD

ÅDeficits in various Executive Functions

ÅSpeech-Language

ÅIntellectual Impairment

ÅAdaptive deficits

ÅMental health issues



7 habits of successful LD clinicians

Step 1: Gathering information, making hypotheses, 
deciding upon assessment tools

Step 2: Interpreting data

Step 3: Describing problem

Step 4: Deciding upon intervention focus, 
goals, outcome measures, timelines

Step 5: Implementing intervention

Step 6: Evaluation

Step 7: Termination, modifications or change of focus



Step 1: sources of data

ÅFrom where and how do we get our data? 





Step 1: sources of data

ÅDo not begin with standardised tests

ÅBegin with the curriculum

ÅWith what is the student having difficulty?

ÅWhat is the class up to re: the curriculum?



Step 1: sources of data

ÅTake the history ïincl. 
file notes, previous 
evaluations, & in some 
cases semester reports. 

ÅQuestionnaire data

ÅClearly define concerns 
and expectations in terms 
of outcomes of 
assessment



Step 1: sources of data

ÅDefine presenting problem

ÅMake hypotheses & plan for assessment

ÅSelect tests based on cognitive 
underpinnings of presenting skill(s) deficit, 
curriculum, and to evaluate intervention



Step 1 : sources of data

ÅStandardised and curriculum-based 
measures

ÅNot one-size fits all (WISC; WIAT)

ÅCheck data against history and hypotheses 
as you go



But wait; thereôs more!

ÅEvaluate classroom & homework

ÅCurrent accommodations

ÅTeacher knowledge & attitude 

ÅPrevious intervention: what worked, what 
didnôt, how progress was measured 

ÅSchool culture

ÅIdentify barriers to 
intervention/accommodations



Step 1 : sources of data

ÅFamily (dys)function

ÅStage of grief & change, parental discord

ÅParental disorders, ability to assist with 
intervention, ability to increase intensity of 
intervention 

ÅIdentify barriers to 
intervention/accommodations


