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Once upon a timeé..



Key components of effective 
reading programs

ÅPhonological awareness

ÅPhonics

ÅFluency

ÅVocabulary

ÅComprehension



Phonological awareness

ÅDistal factor in RD

ÅPA most effective when linked directly to 
text during spelling and decoding 
activities1



Phonological awareness

Sound blending
Materials 
Teacher Booklet

I am going to say some words in a funny way. I will say them like a robot.
Listen /r/ /o/ /b/ /o/ /t/ (emphasise the phonemes by pausing for approximately
half a second between each sound. It also helps to do a hand action that mimics a robot
in time with each syllable). Listen to the robot and then try to say the word the
way a human would. 
Like this. /c/ /a/ /t/ becomes cat. 
Your turn. /d/ /o/ /g/. Signal.
Error correction: That word is dog. Listen /d/ /o/ /g/ dog . Repeat Step 1.

Say the phonemes in each of the words below. The gap between each phoneme should
be approximately half a second. Perform a hand action that mimics a robot in time with
the each phoneme.

/a/ /t/ /m/ /ee/ /i/ /f/ /o/ /ff/



Phonological awareness



Phonological awareness

r t s i a m p

mat

sat

sit

pit

pat



Phonological awareness

high stay

hay stigh

time bloke

tike blome



Phonological awareness
Column-spelling
Materials 
Teacher Booklet & Whiteboard

1. Create three columns on whiteboard. In the first write the letters sh, th, g, ch, m, j. In
the second, the letters i, o, u, e, a. In the third, the letters ck, p, n, sh, ch, n, d, ll. 

2. I am going to say a word. The word has three sounds in it. The letter(s) that
make(s) the first sound comes from this column (point to the first column), the
letter that makes the next sound comes from this column (point to second 
column) and the letter or letters that make the last sound come from this 
column (point to final column). I will say the word and you write it.

3. The first word is ship. Remember ship has three sounds. 

Error correction: ship has three sounds. Listen: /sh / /i/ /p/. Repeat Step 3. 

Follow the same procedure for thin, thick, shop, much, chop, then, Josh, shock, chill. 



Phonics

Ågallimaufry

Åmultitudinous

ÅExplicit teaching relatively better than 
constructivist approaches2

ÅCumulative practice



Phonics - cumulative practice

t a

n

at

dig  gapg

i nap  pan p

sat

pat  tap

s

tin  pit did  sandd

skip  skin camp c stop  spot o



óSight wordsô & applying phonics to 
text

taspindm the Sam and the pig sat. 

that you

Stop that man. 

Kit and Dad go to camp That man was sad. was  go

The sand is in the pan. 

Sam, Tim, and you in the dam. 



Exercise 104E

stain brain stay ch ain

they plain way rained

clay make play gaining

able shame wai t stray

eigh t sleigh fai th dame

tray shake weigh c ake

expl ain play ing Sunday straigh t

weigh t Kate make apron



Exercise 104F

òThey need to go str aigh t home after tr aining,ó Mike 

and Markõs Dad said to the coach. 

òIt is their Mumõs birthday . She is turning forty -eigh t. All the family 

are coming for dinner and then we will be having c ake.ó

Mike and Mark went to school at S aint Lukeõs High. They were in 

Grade Seven. They liked school, but if th ey were able to choose 

they would pl ay football all the time. 

When th ey arrived at tr aining their coach said, òYour Dad told 

me that you need to go str aigh t home after we tr ain. It is your 

Mumõs birthday and you canõt be la te.ó

Mike and Mark looked upset. 

òWhat is the matter?ó asked the coach. 

òCoach,ó said Mike, òOur Mum lives in another town.ó

òOh dear,ó said the coach, òWhat is your Dad up to?ó



A verb is a doing word or an action.



A verb is an action word.

An agent is the thing that 

performs the action.

run runner

talk talker

teach teacher



A boxer _______

A sticker _______

A builder _______


