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Defining Reading
óThe word reading may be used to stand for quite different 
constructsédepending upon the particular aspect of reading that is 
being discussedé .

For example, reading can be defined as the construction of meaning 
from text or as learning from print, if one is focusing on 
comprehension processes in reading. 

Reading can also be defined as deciphering print, if one is focusing 
on the aspect of reading that involves identifying the particular words 
the author has selected to convey meaning. 

At the word level, [reading may involve] the person being tested 
knowing the meaning of the word that is identified or simply 
pronouncing it. ... 

Torgesen, Wagner & Rashotte (1999, p1-2)



Reading accuracy: A key subskill of literacy 

development and progress

ü Reading accuracy is a subskill of 
¸ spelling, 

¸ reading comprehension, 

¸ independent reading 

¸ & therefore written expression, vocabulary & sophisticated 
language comprehension.

ü E.g., Reading accuracy & spelling are parallel skills 
¸ Both build from orthographic awareness: your orthographic 

representation of the word.

¸ Itôs easier to read a word than spell it.

¸ If you canôt read the word in isolation, e.g. antique, additive, your 
orthographic representation is weak. 

¸ Youôre therefore unlikely to be able to spell it 



Needed: Useful models of reading development 

for use by teachers and schools

1. A macro-model of reading 

development

2. A micro-model of reading accuracy 

development 

Features of useful models

ü Easily applicable to teaching/learning

ü Powerful duality of tests & teaching



Seeking useful models for teacher use

FOUND!:

ü A useful macro-model of reading & literacy 
development: A powerful model of 
reading accuracy within reading comprehension 
well established for both research & practice:

Gough & Tunmerôs (1986) 
Component (óSimple Viewô) Model:
Reading Comprehension = 

Reading Accuracy X Language Comprehension

Å Its equally useful and powerful corollary:

Written Expression = 
Writing Accuracy X Language Expression



RdCmp = RA x LCmp               WrEx = WrA x LEx



Not found: A useful model of RA devpt 

for teachers & schools

Micro-models of reading accuracy development 

ü Uncertain, conceptual gaps, some controversy

¸ E.g. Dual route: weak on earliest stages of RA devpt

¸ E.g. DIBELS: weak beyond phonemic recoding

ü Needed: A useful model of reading-accuracy 

development for teachers and schools to use for

¸ Monitoring student development

¸ Identifying instructional needs

¸ Planning instruction for students & staff (PD)



Strengths of DIBELS model

üVery useful for schools and teachers

üTesting and teaching linked in strong 
practical balance. 

üMost DIBELS tests are óTests for 
Teachingô: 

¸ Quick to use & score.

¸ Generate highly useful data.

¸ Early tests (not ORF) link relatively directly to 
instructional methods  & resources.


